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decoration of the Church and Chapels; I have no
need to economize in wax, for this country furnishes
me with abundance. The islands of the sea are
bordered with wild laurel, which in autumn bears
berries closely resembling those of the juniper-tree.
Large kettles are filled with them and they are
boiled in water; as the water boils, the green wax
rises, and remains on the surface of the water.
From a minot of these berries can be obtained nearly
four livres of wax; it is very pure and very fine, but
is neither soft nor pliable. After a few experiments,
I have found that by mixing with it equal quantities
of tallow,—either beef, mutton, or elk,—the mix-
ture makes beautiful, solid, and very serviceable
candles. From twenty-four livres of wax, and as
many of tallow, can be made two hundred tapers
more than a royal foot in length. Abundance of
these laurels are found on the Islands, and on the
shore of the sea; one person alone could easily
gather four minots of berries daily. The berries
hang in clusters from the branches of the shrub. I
sent a branch of them to Quebec, with a cake of
wax, and it was pronounced excellent.™

None of my Neophytes fail to come twice every
day to Church,—in the early morning to hear Mass,
and in the evening to be present at the prayer which
I offer at sunset. As it is necessary to fix the
thoughts of the Savages, which wander only too
easily, I have composed some prayers, suited to
make them enter into the spirit of the august Sacrifice
of our Altars; they chant these—or, rather, they
recite them aloud —during Mass. Besides the ser-
mons that I preach to them on Sundays and on
Feast-days, I seldom pass over a working-day



